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Chapter & Ea tly A merican Civilizations how distinctive culiurst developments.

ent of States and Empires
Period Overview

‘The 1,200 years between 600 B.CE. and 800 C.E, saw .%w m.mw of gre
empires that became the core foundations of later civibizations in muc
the world. The Roman and Byzantne and Persian in western Furasin
Maurya and Gupta in South Asia, the Qin and Han in Bast hvmmmw the Mu
Mesoamerica, and the Moche in the Andes provided security for merchan
and several built reads so trade flourished, lnking people across reg
Cioods and ideas flowed along land routes, such as the Sitk Roads ¢rG
Furasia and the Trans-Sabaran routes in Africa, and across sea routes
Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean. Trade fostered the growth of greatcit
such as Rome and Alexandria on the Mediterranean, Chang’an in Chisig,

eotihuacan in Mesoamerica, o

However, the strength of these empires brought challenges. mgwmﬁ
s large that governing distant lands became %%os.x and mm@m&.m. .
hotders became expensive. Trade provided pathways for devastating dises
to move from one region to another. Population growth annmman dema
food, and the resulting expansion of agricultural fand caused soil ¢rosio
deforestation. Prosperity produced intense no.mnaws.mmomm ow énmxr.
great evnpire eventually declined, suffering from mﬂnmﬁﬁﬁmﬁcm of poli
power, reductions mn trade,.and lower urban populations,

art: b the success of eardier poditical forms,

1aand the Americas,

Hange networks in the Bastern Hemisphere.

ceined Exaeris Drescrinrion,

t aind Codifitistion of Religious arid Culfural Traditions

gious and cultural raditjons continued paratiel t© e codified

i Persian, Mauryan, and Gupla empires cresled political
nrinisteative difficulties that they could not manage, which
led: i their decline, coliapse, and transformation loto successor

Fanstegionnl Networks of (onuvunication and Exchange

gies facilitated long-distance communication and exchange.

difications” and farther developments’ .c*..mw.mmmmm religious traditions
ond among the people and an ethical code to Hve by,

e systems and culwiral Lraditions emerged and spread, often

4

wpressions, inclading litersture and drama. architecmire, and
nd size of key states and empires grew dramatically by
itical unity on areas where previously there had been competing
states developed new techniques of mperial adminiseration

| economic dimensions developed In imperial socletios in

]

nites became the asis For transregional trade, communi-

No other period in history had such influential developments in .wu
systermns. Judaism and Christianity spread throughout the Roman mﬂmﬁ
India, the evolution of the Vedic beliefs that would eventaally form Hindin
also included the development of a caste system, In China, &ﬁw.m. systen
thought became widespread and continue to ﬂrw.m ﬂ.r&," wmﬁw%ww wit
eraphasis on understanding human suffering; ﬁcwrwn%ﬁﬁ,.émw its eop.
on social harmony and rituals; and Daoism, with its emphasts on the el
between humans and nature. In Greece. philosophers emphasized logi
observation rather than faith as ways to understand the world.

A




,Mw%nwww% mﬁ«.ﬂ%ﬁﬁ..... ofthe msintingd oF Gie ;

o0 bythe MinGins yet I contained artificts revesling a oumbe
wral in nences: In: addition, the presence of ‘amber from th

¥ ﬂ@m MMSm mm.w festimony to ”_H«@.ow;wmwm ﬁ&mwﬁdmﬁ trade in th
m&mdamz ﬁﬁ..ﬂ%mmﬁemﬁ civilizations declined in what &
e & < age’ ...mEmmmm..Edﬁa OO B.CE. and lasting untd

méwwm% MMQW,., H.M@..ﬁ arts and n&.mg_.‘mw as exemplified in frescoes
W > mo,m - o,mm the presence of indoor plumbing at the Knosso.
..m,wom._”..ﬂﬁ MMMMQ mmu M%MMM%MM MMW W.me mainland, Southwest Asia

ica; s sp uid pecome a; TN e 4

mﬁ_om..m% in the Mediterranesn area and wﬂ.vmmwwwmwWm%ﬁ%wmw w
merging Huope. oA, Bl

Tha purpose of {my research] s to pravent the traces of himan events
from being erased by time, and o presernve the fame of the important ant
remarkable achievements procuced by both Greeks and non-Greeks. ..

s Penguin Groug, 1

—Haradetus, The Histaries. Teans. Aubiey de Selincourt New york: RETE, MYCENAE, AND GREER CIT%STATES

MMM%EW Faoypt was in its Middie Kingdom, Babylon was nising 1n Routh
Asia; the Harappans were givinig way © the Arvans in india, and the St
dynasty was on the horizon in China. At the same fime a distinctive Gr e
culture was developing at the eastern end of the Mediterranean. The origr

this cultuse were in the Minoan and Mycenaean kingdoms, Many ceaturies %
as the Greek historian Herodotus wrote in his Histories, Greek culture w
fourish in several city-states, giving nise 10 2 Giolden Age of innovative
in philosophy, literature, and art. After the Golden Age ended, two pow
mititary leadess emerged: Philip 11 and then Alexander the Great. Bach §
Gireek cutture as they conguered lands in and around the Medierrancan
Southwest Asia. These areas, ifluenced by classical Greek culture, be
krown as the Hellendstic Kingdons. _

e A AEGHAN
B A

Ecwly Mediierranedn Civilizotions
along the northern coast 0

‘wo cultures that emerged on the istands and along
eastern Mediterranean Sca had long-term impact. They provided a foun
for later developments in Greeee. _
Crete The Minoans lived on an island in the Acgean Sea called (
Recanse they had many harbors but Hitle fertile soil, they relied on trade
grew rich through rade with Greece, Phoenicia, Bgypt, and Asia Minon:
decorsied their homes with paintings and other decorations. The Minoans:bu
s hegntiful city on Crete called Knossos—ror a while, the wealthiest city of
writing from the Minean civilization in Crete has been decip
s all sround the Mediterranean testifies ©
atth of the Minoans
ve rise 10 Storie

MEDITERRANEA ?.4, SHEA

Aegean. NO
but the exisience of artifact
influence in the period around 2000 B L .E. The we
kil as builders, and their experience a8 seatarers ga
legendary King Minos in Knossos and of Draedalus and the maze.




i trniting
ses, rather- than
JHa tsoifocused on logic,
les-of reasonin awaver, unlike modern
nd: other Grecks did ‘not. eniphisize experiments. An
on-by Atistotle. was his work Poerics, which for the first
mitions :of fragedy ‘and comedy in e theater, as well ag
fric-poetiy: Such systematic writings about phitosophy,
mstitvted @ new development in the Mediterranean
Socrates, Plato, - Aristotle, and other Greek thinkers
i fuir Huropean thought for centuries. £

Athens, and
violations.

ie developed the Peopls

hude n government service and Trom voting. Woiier : an
WMMWMMMMMWQM personal items. They did not anmwé..mg.&:amﬁwﬁ 153 Mm_ﬁa
had matters to setile in coart, they had to employ a male mzm&&m., pp
class women always had o be monca%wﬁwﬁ by a nan 23@ %ww,mﬁm wcm
Barly muiriages and exclusion from most ww ﬁm.@rn life kept éoﬁ.m:, .#.,.,ﬁ.u_ a
Women were believed to be mtetlectually inferior to men and thus incapal
of being satisfying relationship pariners aft co
i

Athenion Philosophy

Perhaps as a result of having seaports maa émwnoﬁmmm trade nomsonﬁﬂ%..a
the ouside world, new ideas Rouxished in .ﬁwﬂww. The arts, ﬁmﬂm‘ﬁmﬁrwy
Yeerature created by Athenians formed the basis of mom&mﬁwc a;ﬁww_.mwm.w.
studied in schools worldwide, Two epic poems, the fiad and the .Q&‘,WKV\ .
heen tecited, read, and studied every since ..mmaw were presumabley compo
by a Greek poet named Homer around the pinth century w.ﬁ.mu .
Socrates One influential Greek thinker was Socrazes. s wnwmr‘m i
continually asking questions to systematically n_mﬁww mmhw_%ﬁ .mﬁm_%ww 8 1 .
anct 1o identify the core of ther became wmo.ﬁw asthe ,wanxr_ww Method. SOCT
was eveniually put to death by the Athenian government for guestionin,
state religion, . - n
Plate A student of Socrates, Plafo, kept his teacher’s ideas ww.?,n..
opened a school called the %\.«a%@,.é.ﬁm.«@ he tanght mgmnws‘ﬁo .m;
ihe natare of ideas such as good, evil, justice, and beauty. .U.m_ﬁmn,_mm .. wo..
oral traditon of philosophy, Plate wrote xw&omrmﬁ ﬁ.wo?.:mv Pt cwmsw
discussions between Socrates and his .wﬁumm. in the dialogne wﬁomﬁm.
Republic, Plato described an ideal society Ewmﬁw by a moéwmm.m.m%_ M n_% .
apon a concept of justice and ﬁﬁwnﬁ g..:ﬁm. ﬁwm.o roany &%@.mwmzw M M i
democracy, Plato did not. Instead, in mﬂm m@xgnw Emmu S,._chsw a8t
composed of workers, warriors, and :wgomcwﬂ@m wEm,m.. This m”m amwm ,
be intelligent and rational enough to make decisions for the good o
state. |
Aristotie One of Plaw’s students, Arisiorle, also v,moﬁm@ _m M :
Athenian philosopher. Aristotie wrote on & fange of Ho.mmwm_ w...eww._ w.
arganize goverament to the @zmrmﬁ af moom.mmom..ﬁﬁ@m e %Pm be
wnown for his ideas sbout ethics. Aristotle w@wwﬁm n mﬁa:wm aﬁmwoﬁn
behavior. For example, moderate courage was a virtue. H.on litde .womﬁwn._
one a coward; foo Tauch made one fool-hardy. Aristotle catled this emp 18
moderation the Golden Mean.

as based on an influential set of myths. Through these stories,
ghispecific teachings about ethics, most Greeks expressed their

ndewronig behavior and the role of gods in their lives. Books
sus, Hercules, Odysseus, and other Greek mythological
lar-today. Over time, as contact increased belween Greeks
1chy as Persians and Egyptians, Greek religion became more
ihining 1deas from. different sources. For example, the deity
mbinea elements of the Greek Zeus, the Egyptian Osiris, and other

and literature were closely conuected. Attendance st
of which theater was often a part, was considered a civic
playwrights, including Euripides and Sophocles, used the
vils 85 convenient literary devices for their plays. Although the
&5 fromt a later Roman form of drama, there were certainly
the Greek comedies, plays in which a character trinmphs
ost prolific apthor of comedies was Aristophanes, who
uding Lysistrata and The Birds.
uripides wrote fragedies, dramas that deal with death, war,
elationships between gods and ordinary people. For example,
d-by Aeschylus tells the tale of how Prometheus steals
1t to hwimans, and then suffers ctornal punishment. The
ipides describes how Athenians slaughtered people they
jan War. Greek tragedies and comedies influenced Wilkiam
ie- sixteenth century and continue to influence modern

s

md Art Religion was also cormected to the distinctive

style, a style exemplified by the Parthenon in Athens. This

&&wm“ reciangular but elegant, featured rows of tall columns

was topped by a slanted roof, In a panel sitting along the top of
s carved friezes llustrating Greek myths.
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) ded: ,W.w.@.._.noﬁmﬁ...».ow.....m_mﬁmm
mphasize keeping records of w

ports emphasized rify

“The Olympic Gantes Religion
competitions. Unlike miodern: sport whig!

cant the fastest and who: jurpped. the farthest, Greek-

s,

Fog example, wﬁ_,oﬁ...noﬁmaﬂwmmq._mwwmaﬁw__éomﬁ_._wﬁoﬁ% offerings to show th Parsian Erpie
respect for the gods. Beginning around 776 B.C.E.; the Greeks held Clympi -
2 o S— I ; iles

games every four years, Athletes from all the city-states gathered in one § Q.goa_eamga

Olympia, 1o competa in various sports, Wars among the city-states commo!
would be suspended for the duration of the games 30 that athletes and spectate
could assemble. Thus, ever though there was not a centratized state of Gree:
the Olympic Games helped create a common feeling of “Greekness,” The gah
continued for over ons thonsand years, ending around 400 C.E. The games

restarted in 1896

Greek Colonies
Starting around the eighth century B.CE., the Greck city-states began establish
colonies around the Mediterranean, partly because the Greeks' population gro
was outstripping the food supply. Some Grecks moved willingly to the colon
athers less willingly. The reluctant ones drew 1018 {0 se¢ who would emigrate
fn a typically Greek spirit of independence, the colonies were allowsy
jurge measure of autonomy, but each maintained a shared culture with ifs hy
city-state. Some of the largest of these colonies were located on the islan
Sicily at Syracuse and Agrigentun, On the 1talian Peninsula at Naples, on
coast of France at Marseilles, and on the western coast of Asia Minor, .
Geography had a decided umnpact on the Greek city-states, as it has
every state. French historian Fernand Braude! wrote that “the poor, preca
soils along the Mediterrancan, combined with an vscestain, drought-afiiicie
climate, spurred ancient {reek and Roman conquest.” Additionally, th
and temperate climate of reece allowed for outdoor teaching in the sch
of philosophy such as Plato’s Academy. Further, the climate provided an i
setting for outdoor theater competidons where highty developed literary genn
such as tragedy and comedy appeared. Access to the sea encouraged colonizs
and trade, interactions that exposed the Greeks to new ideas that brought ¢h
while maintaining elements of Pan-Hellenic continuity. .

ol .@wwmﬁw Like rulers in Egypt and China and other places
ported their Jegitimacy with claims that they ruled by &imm
AT power rested upon their own abilities to build and :o_.nm. an
uch ‘o large empire in an era when transportation and

. .@ .mwwkmm B.CE.), Persia divided lands it conguered into
-king’s policies announced in the capital of Persepolis
tered throughout the empite. Then, rather than simply %ﬁﬂ&
crs who were selected locally, Darius created a new position—
province who was responsible to the emperor, not to ocal
pectors, called “The Hyes and Hars of the Kin g, waveled 8.
i .H.%cjaa to the king on the behavior of the satraps. The
e, with satraps and jpspectors, created an efficient
AUCTRCY.
hig bureaucracy, Darius instiuted regular tax payments. The
ollarsiinto the government enabled the Persians to fund several
s:under Darjus, | ..

Persion Empire
Beginning in 559 B.C.E., under the teadership of Cyrus the Great {ruled 5
379 B C.B) the Persians conquered mostof the tands from the Aegean Sea
of Turkey) to the borders of India. After 30 years of rule, Cyrus was sucee
by his son Cambyses, who conguered Egypt and parts of Southeast Eur
Their empire became known as the Achaemenid Empire, sometimes calle
First Persian Empire. It united three of the earliest centers of civiliza
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Tndia—into one powerful empire, covering a ton
almost the size of the United States. ft was the largest, most diverse cmpig
world had yet seen, including more than 76 distinct ethnic groups

cily, Persepolis, which was located im what is now fran

o . .t N - - 3 ’ i
.Evﬁﬂwﬁ city, featuring an impressive royal palace and
an Em_mﬁmmn wraditions of several groups in the empire.

h .which spansed some 1,500 miles across the empire, was
alis ew mﬁ.wﬁéo% of roads built to enconrage frade. Darius
lent courier service with postal stations along this road.

FEASLIE AL CIFIEITATIOMS 1M ARCEFE ARMP PERCIA g



. o T i were Don i i 0 sonilies Divorce
o w”vmmowﬂm alen mwmePGw@QHTﬂ Cmu.mw.mqmwngﬂuﬂw.O.m..ﬁnww..ﬁm.ﬁnwgmﬁuwv which wers ¢o ! : NG

hination inns and markets for people ﬁﬁw.ﬁnm. &.@..Wow al wgm w.m_m.ﬁﬁ

caravan. G ST ..

_ o : ersiang - yiigated - théir fields, as

« The empire instituted a common currency that was accepted anﬂm. ! : Southwest Asig. The wue,mwwm ....Emmwamm.wmémaﬁ.

R S T ar the niting the empire and pro : G S, e e T L

empire. This made trade simplor thereby uniting PEre w , .wvm._..m called ‘qanat, were used to reduce the

g prosperity. traveled fo the. fields. Qumat were especially

wnian Platean of central Persia,

suns conducted much trade along the Persian Road and

ey alto conducted trade by sea. For example, ivory and

ke oedar and woolen fabrics from Phoenicia; wine aud oil
xtiies, and papyrus from Egypt,

Toleration While Persians cenfralized .w&.ﬁ.a& power, d_wﬁ\ @& wﬁ..w ..W.
enforce religious and cultural uniformity in their empt re. Darius M.” S%mmwmﬁ
allowed ethnic groups to retain their cultural identity m.mom ﬂ.wmwﬁm : ﬁ,ﬂm
diversity as long as people paid .%m: taxes and omwﬁ.ﬂmﬁm MW&MW ¢
military force to maintain the empire. His mﬂoommmow.%rﬁm,,_ ﬂ ! .. 5 | .
it 2 Gate of All Nations (also called Qﬁmémw o%vnﬁxmwv Aw_“ at amw .MN%
Bersepolis 10 show that be was honoring afl his wa@wmﬁm‘ wwﬁ_mm {0 Mﬁm ior
diversity was an unusual policy, one that made the Persian Emplre ondt
empires of its time

expanded east and the vast Persian empire expanded
yver territory. The conflict began in Asia Minor In Asia
dseveral Greek colonies. Around 499 B.C.E., some of
areds rebelled in campaigns knows as the Persian Wars.
miied an alliance to help the rebel colonies. fn 490 B.CE.,
ot in mainland Greece, an outnumbered Atheuian army
if Darins, who then withdrew from Greece.
push Westward. He organized a force of thousands
ting a few hundred Spartans and their allies at the
ter: their victory, the Persians captured and burned
henjans and their allies formed the Delian League.
ie1 the Athenians at sea, the Athenians won the naval
16 Greeks won other ¢ea and land bastles, forcing the
meland,

g

Religious Beliefs One of the most important .Emm&wm Mw %M wmwwww_
the spread of monotheism, the belief in only one m_.o? %. Mmomm __»Sbﬁ.m.
atso appeared in other cultures, most people ﬂ m%wwdmhwm.lmmw .
polytheistic before the Persian prophet Nm&%ﬁ.&a ?. w “_wm u,.am -
began teaching a new faith, Ncwen,,_m.ﬁ.m@.aé. @m:,w faith was __mwwr %w.m.,ﬁ.w..
m;w% one god, Ahura Mazda, or the “wise lord. ﬁ:.w erﬁ.uw i Mo e M.m_ :
zod of darkness and other lesser gods, none of which were 8.. m.,wo. o
Wowmmmm.auwma also taught the concepis R mmazﬁw and hell. }MM_M m.m‘
people would be rewarded in heaven, while the om_w mx.,_@m _ﬁ,.owm . m Mwwww
hell. Originally, priesws called aﬁmm had passed hm&_.g%_.m m.,ﬂmc M M?
from generation to generation. Then iater, a coliecuion em Wi _.,_.wmwa mu. ra !
on Zarathustra’s beliefs, the Avestas, was ﬁcawnmaq which WF mr .. m,wm ..
religion, Zoroastfianism's Eomc@ﬁﬁ.n wﬁwo%wm. wmﬁomﬁm teaching
have shaped the development of Judaism and mwwﬁmmmr%. 3
Soctety Persian society had much the samie monm_m mmwmﬂrmum.ﬁ
eatlier empires of the region. However, because of its ﬁm@m a ,M
class of educated, well-paid government workers. This bureancracy me
accountants. administraiors, tax collectors, && ﬁmswwmﬁwm{.. . 3
Similarly, the number of ﬁ.mﬁom in Persia was ,mw.mcw mwmwwﬁ, £ .mﬁw_w
emnpires. Farmers owned slaves, usmg %wB. as mﬂmﬁommﬁmﬁ _E\ oﬂwm,ﬂ a
numbers increased as ageicultural production Eﬁdmmma. Qw@,. slave
servants fo city-dweblers, and still others ,a.,omm.césoa by the m?mﬁﬁm
used to build roads, large buildings, and irrigation systems %Emm out.
Even though Persian society was mmﬁmm@mr women were mﬂmﬂ
own and manage property, and if they worked in a mrmﬁ,v%@w éﬂn .“..“W
to keep their wages. Common Persian womet engaged in £Conomic 3 ;

c-cost of the battles with the Greeks severely
ire. Focther, Xerxes began to take a less tolerant
g in the empire. Together, these forces began io
Persian Bmpire,

The alliance among Greek city-states did not last.
-Stales €0 pay faxes o it, which the latier resentad.
arta, which revolted against Athens, beginning the
(4:B.C.E.). With the help of its Greek allies in the
yparta - defeated Athens and became the dominant

reeks divided, a new power arose in Macedonia,
ge of the Greek warld. Philip I resolved to conguer
states and then conquer Asia Minor. He quickly

e e ar
e ms smman T A TR AR KRETH W A LA e e




area,; However, Philip’
) Agianeat ediin 336 B.CE He

succeeded by his son Alexander, who fmmediately began the conquests th
would earn him the name Alexander the Great-and éxtend Greek influen
the way to India. B A . .
Alexander and the Hellenistie World During Alexander’s 13-
campaign, he governed his far-flung conguests by picking native resié
to help him rule, For example, in present-day Iran he allowed local Per
adimninistrators 1o run that part of the erapire. Alexander cemented his relat
with leaders in the area by marrying several Persian women and T
his leading generals to do the same. In Hgypt, he founded the great
Alexandria, which would become a center of Hellenistic culture and a
seaport. {The historical Hellenistic Period takes 1ts name from the G
word Hellenes, meaning “Greeks”)x The Prolemy dynasty eventually b
library at Alexandria, the largest library of the ancient world, as well a
Alexandrian Museum, a place where scholars did research. :
As a result of Alexander’s conguests, Greek language, architect
mythology, and philosophy became widespread. Small colonies of G
were established all over the Hellenistic world, even as far as Baciria, aré
in what is now Afghanistan. The continuity of Greek cultre held strong
as Greek governmental unity declined. An example of such contipuity Cil
seen i the Greco-Buddhist art from the areas in South Asia, another 1¢;
visited by Alexander's forces. Temples show influences in Greek columag g
some statues show the Buddba in Greek clothing,
Formation and Fall of the Kingdoms Alexander’s death in 323 B,

at the age of 32 ushered in a time of ¢hacs. The central administration ©
empire collapsed. Alexander had failed to designate an heir, 50 his gen
battled with one another to egtablish their own kingdoms. Instead o
powerful empire, the Oreek-influenced lands became divided into sel
Chief among the generals/ralers were the Selewcids in Asia and the Prolemies
in Egypt. Smaller monarchies controlled Pergamum in Asgia Minor, the
around Sparta, and the area around Athens. These regions would avential
fall to the Roman Empire. For example. Athens and other city-states
the Romans in the first century B.C.E. The break-up of the Greek empire
not mean the end of Greek culture. Much of it was adopted by the Row
Creek teachers and dociors were highly prized as slaves in Rome becaus
franseitred a culture admired by the Roman upper classes. {T8stP:
de

conguiered all of the Gree
fimrther plans were cut’short: Wi

T

it India, developed some of the first forms of drama. Greek plays (uppes)
e p sductions thal taaght g people T 1o suffer o learn. I8 coRtmst,
W a.m.ms peed danee and frequently had happy endings.

Other Empires in Persia .
Though the great Achaemenid empire of Cyrus, Darius, and Xerxes ended
ideas Hived on, The tater rulers of Persian lands kept many of thelr innov
in adainistration.

dia-to the Pasthians and were finally replaced by the Romans.

£1ASSIC AL CIVINITATIONS EM SREREFE AR BERCHA

he. Seleucids who ruled Persia from 305 o 83 B.CE
s and Macedonians to settle there as colonists. They kept
eaucratic system, but the satraps often revolied against their
. The Selewcids governed Persia, but they lost control of Iran




Papthians Orig adic peoples from Contra Asia, tha
rafed over-what is’ sow’ 1rag, fran, ‘and mech.of th apd: bordert
Tndia, beginning if 247 B.CE. Thelr capital city was Ciesipbon.
the Achaemenid’s safrap systein of governing. In the first centuly. €,
prevented the Rosman Fmpire's army trom marching east peyond Syria;Neithe
cide could conquer the other. Border towns and surrounding areas woul
change hands a8 victories were won Dy one side of the other. In 224 CE.
Pasthians were defeated by the Sassanids. o

Qassanids During the Sassanid dynasty (224-651 C.E.), the governin
promoted Foroastrianism and persecuted Christians, whom i Suspectol
being sympathetic toward the Christian Roman Empire. The Sassanid Emp
was large but not as large as {he Parthian Empire had been. For example, i
ot control Armenia (to the north) nor Bactria (to the east). .

Comparing the Greek anel Persian EMpires

Persia and Greece established the two greatempires of the Sastern Mediterr
area. They shared many similaritics. Both empires covered large territor
They had wide cultural infiuence. They allowed most women few: right
although some women did becomse influential in Achaemenid court,

The two empires had very different religious traditions. Darius of Pg
had the following inscription carved in three languages on 4 monument; .
Darius, the great king . . from anticuity . . . by the grace of Ahuramazda’”
thsat he attribuied his reiga 1o Ahuramazda, the one deity of the Zoroastrign
contrast to the Persians’ monotheism, the Greeks had a pantheon of god
had gods and goddesses for each aspect of life.

Girecks and Persians also viewed unity within their empires different!
Dersians showed high tolerance for diverse customs and traditions thro
their empire. They had one emperor in control, though they allos
local awtonomy. in contrast, the Greeks were more gnited cultorally
language, religion, and raditions such as the Olympic games. Howeve!

Creeks were less united politicaily, The city-states fought one anoth
joined together only when threatened with invasion. :

The two empires demONSTae the power of syncretism. They
more alike during the Hellenistic period, For example, when Alexandcs
Great conquered tertiories ¢rom the Persians, he adopted their syste
focal administration, [n addition, the excellent postal system of the P
combined with the use of coins that developed around the Mediters
facilitated irade that made the entire region MOTE Prosperous. Trade b
form a cultural syuthesis of Persian astronomy and Toroastrianism with.
language. literatiie, gods, mystery cults, and various styles of govern
The blending of these clernents shaped the context for the next gret i}
he Mediterranean world: the Roman Tinpire.
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O STATE-BULDING: e _
{ s WRITERS & ENVIRONMENT STAT > e et
Qw.ﬁmmwﬂcmm ganat KIMGDOMS AND ons for the prosperity of Minoan civilization was
Herodotus BUILDING: WARS o B N . .
. The Histories STATE- ; Crete alphabet of the Mycenaeans
” . LEADERE Krossos e N
anﬂ i Cyrus the Great | Minoan civilization ng trade network
@Mﬁm&\ | Delian League L Mycenae iy influenced by Greek culture
' Plate Cambyses Syracuse 2:5Spartans in the Peloponnesian War
| The Republic Darius | | Agrigentum
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