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Study Guide-Unit #1: Basics of Geography
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Please answer the following questions on an attached (stapled) sheet of loose-leaf paper. *Don’t forget to review your vocab flashcards from chs. 1 & 4!

Due: ____________

Test Date: ____________
1) What is absolute location? Can you find exact coordinates of latitude and longitude on a map?

2) What is relative location?

3) What is geography?

4) What are the 5 themes of geography?

5) What is the job of a cartographer?

6) Know the difference between: globes, maps, map projections (planar projections, conical projections, cylindrical projections or Mercator)

7) What are the following: landsats, GOES, GIS, GPS

8) What should all maps have? (title, compass rose, labels, legend, latitude/longitude, scale, symbols, colors)

9) Name the 7 continents (lithosphere)

10) Name the 4 bodies of water (oceans—hydrosphere)

11) Describe the hydrologic cycle.

12) What is the “greenhouse” effect?

13) What is the difference between climate and weather?

14) What are the differences between culture, society & ethnic groups?

15) How can a culture be shared or spread?

16) What is diffusion?

17) What is acculturation?

18) Approx. how many languages are there in the world?

19) What are the 4 major religions?

20) How do geographers study population increases/decreases?

a) Fertility rates, mortality rates, birth rates, etc.

21) What is the “push-pull” factor?

22) What is a megacity? Give an example.

23) What percentage is expected to move to the city (urban areas) in the future?

24) What is the difference between a nation and state?

25) Name and describe the 5 types of government.
26) What is a problem with a landlocked country?
27) What are benefits/problems associated with living in urban areas?

28) What are the types of economic systems? (briefly describe)

29) List and describe the 4 different levels of economic activity.

30) What is per capita income? GNP and GDP?

a) Which country has the greatest GNP in the world?

