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during 2 time when Rome had a string of meompetent, often corrupt empe ¢ (i Dynasty

ors. Although the strong emperor Dioeletian stopped the slide ternporarily, '
problems continued. As in the waning days of the republic, the empire by t
3rd century CLE. was rife with class struggles over land, since large estates th
used stave fabor had taken up most free land. Contact through easy trade at
transportation had its downside as well, in the form of devastating epidemi
that followad the trade routes, killing large numbers of people as they spread,

palism met an enthusiastic responss from the Qin leaders, who used the phi-
hy of harsh, strict rule to dominate their neighbors in western China. The
army was well organized and equipped with the best available ron weapons,
t defeated one state afler the other, until finally it controlled China. Sinece
in government had much stranger centralized authority than the previous
iasties had, the king declared himself “The First Emperoy,” or Shi Haangdi,
In the 4% century C.E. the Roman Emperor Constantine established a second Qmied from 221-210 B.CE. The dynasty only survived for a few years afier
capital city in the east that he named “Constantinople” in order to bave betieg death, but its brevity does not reduce its significance in the development of
connections in that part of the empire and to escape the threatening attacks {Chinese state.

Rome by nomads. This move had the effect of gradually sacrificing the we
ern provinces fo the Gernmanic groups, including the Franks, Saxons, Angl
Vandals, Visigoths, and Ostrogoths. By the early 5t century, Rome usell w
sacked by the Visigoths, and the last Roman emperor was deposed in 476 C.

Huangdi ruled his empire through a centralized bureancracy from his capi-
near the modern city of Xi'an. The tenets of legalism served him well as
stripped the nobility of power and divided China into adminisirative prov-
es governed by administrators that served at his pleasure, He built roads to
ilitate communications and move his armies. He also forced bis subjects
ontribute their labor 1o build public works, including the first fortifications
At the same time fhat Rome was increasing its influence around the Medit the Great Wall of China. Confucians widely criticized the harsh rule of
ranean Sea, China was recovering from the Warring States Period at the e erperor, who responded by sentencing them to death. Quite famously, he
of the Zhou Dynasty. The Warring States Period was a time of political turme emanded the burning of all books of philosophy, ethics, history, and Eét@raﬂiure‘
with regional warlords constastly challenging the autherity of the Zhou. How. d only allowed hooks of practical use {such as medicine and agriculiure) w
ever, it was also a period that prompted much debate about how fo solve Chin ¢ spared,

many problems, resulting in the ongins of three influential behief systems: :

QIN AND HAN CHINA

respite his harshness, Shi Huangdi strengthened Chipa in many ways. He stan-
1) Legalism ~ Legalist thinkers believed that humans were naturally e dardized laws and currencies, so that they were the same across all regional
and would only obey authority through force. They advocated S{FIC ates. An important step in the unification of China was his mandate that the
faws, harsh punishments, and sacrifice of personal freedom for the goof hang version of Chinese senpt be used all over the empire. The regions con-
of the state. nued to speak their own languages, but the common script enabled people
- ’ o o cross China to communicate with one another through writing. '
Dagism — A philosopher named Laozi, who reputedly lived durin
the 6th century B.C.E., reacted to the constant warfare by encouragin Ithough Shi Huangdi today is seen as one of the greatest figures in Chinese
people to avoid useless struggles by following the Dag, o the “path.” story, his strict rule made him guite unpoputar. Shortly after his death, revolts
He shunmed political and military ambitions as lackimg morality an egan, resulting in the overthrow of the dynasty in 207 B.C.E., when state build-
meaning, and guided his followers toward nature for comiort and an gs were destroved and government officials killed, paving the way for the Han

derstanding. Daoism emphasizes acceptance and individual retrea
from society. N

_ ‘The Han Dynasty (206 B.CE. - 226 CE)
Confucianism — The philosopher Confucius emphasized the impor
tance of hierarchical, harmonious relationships in the creation of &
orderly society. Bveryone has a place in society, from the ruler to hi
lowliest subject, and all have responsibilities in their relationships wit
others. Confucius believed that the family was the foundation of soc
ety that served as a model for benevolence, duty, and courtesy.

Iistead of falling into years of chaos, as had happened during the Warring States
eriod at the end of the Zhou Dynasty, China was brought under confrol quickly
bv Liu Bang, who was not a particularly talented military commander, but was
a strong ruler, partly because be picked able burcaucrats who organized the new
dynasty etficiently.
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ords’ power. The emperor’s appointees expanded their authority at the expense
if local lords and centralized power in the central government, sometimes going
o far as {o confiscate land in the name of the CIRPEror.
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en more than Shi Husngdi, the Han rulers expanded the Chinese frontiers
est, north, and south. These conguests brought the Chinese into contact with
ther civilizations, including the Romans, although probably only through in-
ermediaries. Other trade contacts included india, northeast Asia, and Southeast
sia. The nomadic grouns o the north were 4 bi g threat to Han stability, as they
ad been for the Qin. The beginning structures of the Great Wall were built
o keep theny out, but these skilled horsemen constantly gof around it to attack
lements to the south. Han Wudi's forces defeated the anomads and annexed
their pasture lands to the Han domain, although the annexation only brought
temiporary relief. In the east, the northern parts of Korea were conguered, and
many of the various groups in Southeast Asia also came under Han control

economic Developments and Social Distinctions

Like Rome, Han China was an urban empire that ruled a roral and peasant popu-
lation. Urban areas of China grew rapidly during this era, with the population
of Xt'an (also called Chang’an) reaching about 100,000 within the city walls,
with thousands of others outside the walls and in neighboring communities.
The emperor lived in the forbidden city. so called because only his family,
Servants, and closest advisors were permitted within its boundaries, Admin-
strative buildings and houses of aristocrats and the scholar-gentry surrounded
he forbidden city, and the streets bustled with commerce. Other urban areas
grew as well, so that as much as 30% of the population lived in towns and citics.
-Canals were built, and the road system expanded to improve communication
-and commerce. The most important export was silk, and its production from
cocoons on the leaves of mulberry trees was 2 closely guarded secret that gave
-the Chinese a silk monopoly.
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Political Development

Like their contemporaries, the Romans, the Han organized am? contg‘f}}]:ea i
realm through a strong, nonhereditary buzeauc-_ijacy. Aldthough bthey kcp’;z;nar:
of the structures created by Shi .H'uangé%, the Han de?~em;?;ha§§?%ed‘ 1cvfga gbmbe
favor of a government based on C{}'ﬂf{i(}iaﬁ‘ yaiue:;-.. The f:s.umi:&: hiezarf ‘131 "
came the basis for government structure, with subjects owing the emperor h
same obedience that children gave to their fathez:s. ‘Thiz‘: {jid Zhi}u behe‘f; in ;1:
“mandate of heaven” was incorporated inte Confucian values; the imp&,rz 0{;‘;
the support of the heavens as long as be was 3 ge:oéI ruigr, and g‘eﬂp f 9&;:3 Cgl{
their fealty. The Han brought forward the Confucian value of benevolenc
substitute vf(:sr the Qin strictness and reliance on force.

Despite the importance of trade to the empire’s prosperity, merchants did not
have a high social status, Instead, the highest regard was for the shi, or the
scholar bureaucrats (sometimes called mandarins}.  The shi generally fared
much better under the Han than they did under the Qin, largely because their
affinity for Confucianism had brought Shi Fuangdi’s disfavor. The Hen rulers
after Liu Bang increasingly promoted Confucianism, and thorough knowledge
of Confucian teachings became essential for promotion in the Han government,
- A university was founded in Xi’an to educate young scholars to prepare them
- for jobs in the bureaucracy, and an examination sysiem was set up in the last
Ccentury B.CE. to help the government to sdentily the best candidates for the
bureaucracy. The examinations were based almost exclusively on knowledgs
of the Confucian texts. Theoretically, any Chinese man could take the exams,

Liy Bang was followed by several able rulers, most notably H?%} Wl.za:%%..‘(ilé(}
.87 B.C.E), who issued a royal decree that required nobles {o divide thgu fan :
between ail their sons so that large estates would be broken up, checking the
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y The underclass — This broad category consisted of many different
groups, ncluding non-Han Chinese on the fringes of the empire. Some
were shifting cultivators driven out of their areas by the grﬁ}wing Han
population. They were described in various accounts as bandits, beg-
gars, and vagabonds, Slavery did exist, but it was far less prominent
than it was m Ancient Rome. Daring the Warring States Period, de-
pendent peasants as well as slaves worked the large estates. The Qin
government tried to abolish slavery, but it persisted info the Han era.
However, only a small fraction of the population was enslaved, and
most people that were slaves served as domestic servants.

Han Empire

Boundary of ('in Empire ouch t i i

ough they were not given high status by the scholar-geniry, the artisan
manufacturing classes grew during the Han period as a result of numerous
ntions and technological innovations. The introduction of the brush pen
paper greatly faciiated the work of the scholar-gentry, and the demand
heir manufacture increased. The Han Chinese also developed water mills
agriculture, rudders and compasses for ships, and new mining techniques
ron and copper. Skilled artisans were in high demand, and most probably
ed more comfortable lives than the peasants, although their social status was
t high. Even though trade expanded greatly during the Han era, Confucian
wolars continued (0 regard merchants and traders with disdain, and their status
nained low,

tin 2wd Han Chine. Both dynasties were expansionist, with the Han extending o he nosth to iy to pla
nvading nomads, soudh to take sver varions peaple of Southeast Asia, and west o protect and conwol &

along the Silk Road.

but only the sons of the wealthy had the leisure to study for them, so the bure
cracy was generally filled from aristocratic and scholar-gentry families. T
importance of social class was reinforced by the fact that many governm
positions were still hereditary, and automatically passed from father to son.

@ all other ancient civilizations, China was & patriarchy, but most historians
ieve that women's status during the Han period was higher than it was in
et periods of Chinese history. Marriages were arranged according to family
. but neither young men nor women had much say about who their partners

Three main social classes characterized Han China:

1) The scholar-gentry — This class was linked to the shi, and eventuall
superseded it. Their status was based on control of large amounts '
Jand and bureaucratic positions in the government, Wealth from la
holding supported their brightest sons to study for and win Importd
administrative positions. These families tended to mainiain hormes i
both the city and the countryside, and they passed wealth and staty

down to their children, sometimes for many cenfuries,

Ordinary, but free, citizens — The common people included a broa
range, with the majority being peasants, Some peasants had significats
amounts of land, and occasionally might support a son to study for go
ermment examinations. Most peasants who had a decent-sized plot ¢
Tand lived well. However, others were forced to work for fandlords, and
still others did not have enough to eat. All peasants were required
work a designated number of days each year on public works, and the
also could be forced io join the army.
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grittent word, a skill that is still highly prized in Chinese society, Histori-
prd-keeping was important for the Han, with some scripts surviving until
Mathematics, geography, and astronemy were also valued, sspecially
.praciica} inventions that were based on these sciences. An interest in
nces led t0 more intensive knowledge of the parts of the body and their
ns, meluding the circulation of Blood. Acupuncture was first mentioned
istorical records of the Han Peried. All and all, the Chinese were more
to practical scientific experimentation than theory.

ne of the Han Empire

ugh the Han Dynasty lasted for more than four hundred vears, its last two
ed years were a time of gradual decline. Defending the fon g borders from
dic invasions remained a problem, and the expense became burdensome.
arly emperors were successful in reducing the wealth and landholdings of
aristocracy, but by the late Han era, many had regained huge tracts of land
cal nobles again controlled peasants in their areas. Official carruption
efficiency marred the government’s ability to effectively rule, and peasant
sings destabilized many parts of the empire. Like the Zhou before, the Han
asty suffered the il effects of the dynastic cycle, and a period of chaos fol-
ed its downfall in 220 C.E. that lasted for 135 YEars,

URYANAND GUPTA INDA

fore the fall of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa in the Indus River Yalley, the
yans had migrated into the Indian sub-continent from their home north of the
k Bea. After 1000 B.CE,, they began to settle in the area between the Hi-
layan foothills and the Ganges River, and by 500 B.C.E., they had migrated
far south as the Deccan plateau in the south central part of the sub-continent.
first, they probably had a fairly simple society consisting of herders and
imers led by warrior chiefs and priests. As they settled, however, their social
plexity grew, especially as they interacted with the native Dravidians,

would be. Powerful relatives usually protected their daughters from abuse by
the husband’s family, and women of upper-class families were often ‘educ-a%
in writing, the arts, and music, Stll, women at all social levels fen.zamed sub
ordinated fo men. Families were run by older men, and male children we ¢ Development of the Caste System
favored over their sisters. Political positions were reserved for men, and {}11]; : o | |

havs could sit for the examinations. Women from peasant families played tradi The term caste -2 so;zai ciass of hereditary and usually i'znc%ange'abie statqs
tional roles as cooks, house cleaners, and support for men in the fields. All wen Was ﬁrsi. used in i.ncha b}f'Poﬂugucse m.efcia_ar}ts apd mariners dzz‘rz ng the 16"
legally subordinated to their fathers and husbands, ?ﬁtury C.E. when they noticed sharp social diSl’ln{JF{O}JS on the Ezi}dia? sub-con-
” nenf. The Aryans used the term varna, a Sanskeit word meaning “color,” to
Han Culture and Science refer to their social classes. By about 1000 B.C.E., four major varnas were rec-
» ognized, as explained in a creation myth in which a primordial creature named
The Han were interested in decorative arts, and their bronze and ceramic ﬁgurfe Parusha was sacrificed:
bowls, vases, jade and ivory carvings, and woven silk screens were ?f very h‘f 3 :

quality. One of the highest art forms was calligraphy, or the artistic renderin
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e Brahmiss — The highest social classes were the priests and schol
ars. who sprang from Purusha’s mouth, and represented inteHect an

knowledge.

s Kshatriva — Warriors and government officials sprang from the arm
of the creature.

s Waishya — From Purusha’s thighs came the third layer of people - land
gwners, merchants, and arfisans.

e Shudra — The creature’s feet were represented by common peasan
and laborers.

.Sr}wce- Andrea, Alfred, and Jalﬁes H. Overfield, The Human Record, Vol 1. Boston, Houghtor Mifflin
2401,
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uring the era between 600 B.C E. and 660 C.E., the caste system became much
ore complex, with each caste further subdivided into jati, or birth groups,
ch with its own ocoupation, duties, and rifuals. Bach jati had very litile con-
¢t with others, and its members intermarried and followed the SEME GCCUPE~
ns of the ancestors.

ity Religion and Culture

e period from 1500 to 500 B,C.E. is called the “Vedic Age,” afler the Vedas,
igious texts that were passed down from generation to generation of Aryans
the form of hymns, son 28, prayers, and rituals honoring the Aryan gods, The
st important is called the Rig Veda, compiled between about 1400 and 900
C.E., but was not written down until about 600 B.C.E. The Vedas reflect the
nflicts between the Aryans and Dravidians, and they identify Indra as the
an war god and military hero, as well as gods of the sun, sky, moon, fire,
nid the vnderworld. Over the years the Aryan religion blended with beliefs of
Dravidians, as reflected in a body of works calied the 1) panishads, which
ppeared in the late Vedic Age, about 800 to 400 B.C.E, The Upanishads spoke
bout & universal spirii known as Brahman, who is eternal and unchanging, A
entral behief was that through reincarnation, the rebirth of a soul after the
ody dies, the human spitit (atman) could eveniually join the universal Spirit,
slong as the human being behaved ethically. Eventually these beliefs came
y be called Hindulsm, the religion of most people that live today in the Indian
fib-continent.

second major world religion, Buddhism, began in India during the 6ih cen-
vy B.C.E. Its founder was Siddhartha Gautama {563-483 B.C.E.), born to
kshatrya family in the north of India. Although his life ag a prince was com-
riable and satisfying, he Iefi his family to seek the meaning of life, and even-
ally experienced an enlightenment that became the foundation of the faith.
ddhartha was called the Buddha (“Enfightened One”), and spent the rest of
his fife in the area arcund the Ganges River Valley spreading his knowledge to
others. He never claimed to be a god, but afier his death, some of his followers
elevated him to that status. Althou gh the religion spread, most Indians remained
taithful to the old beliefs, and by the 3™ century B.C.E., it looked as if Buddhism
as destined to be a small regional religion.

Iﬁf‘_e&iﬁmi revelopment

Political developments in India greatly impacted the growth of Buddhism, par-
icularly after Ashoka, the third and greatest ruler of the Mauryan Dynasty
onverted to it. Before the 4% century B.C.E. India was politically fragmented
o separate kinship groups and independent groups. Different terrains - mousa-
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tains, river valleys, plains, forests, steppes, and deserts — made fransportation
and commmication difficult, and various languages and cuttural practices de-
veloped. The caste systern was in place across the sub-continent, and although
religious betiefs were shared, hundreds of jati separated people into groups of
identification, so political authority was of only secondary imporiance. Despite
these divisions, the Mauryan Dynasty came to rule & good pait of the area for
almost 300 years, beginning in the kingdom of Magadha, in eastern India. The
kingdom was wealthy and strategically located along the trade routes of the
Ganges River Valley, and ifs leader, Chandragupta Maurya expanded it inio In-
dia’s first centralized empire. His grandson, Ashoka, ruled over the entire sub-
continent except for the southem tip of the peninsula. A large imperial army
helped the dynasty to maintain conirol of the area. '

Ashoka’s early life was spent conquering different regions of India untl, ac-
cording to his own account, he was shocked by the bloodshed at the battle o
Kalinga at the midpoint of his reign. He turned to Buddhism because of s
emphasis on peace, tolerance, and nonviclence, and he spent the remainder o
his years promoting these values. Ashoka’s dominant image in Indian history 1§
of a young watrior turned responsible monarch who saw himself as the father o
his people. The Mauryan Empire lasted for a time after Ashoka’s death in 232
B.C.E., but eventually it collapsed from the pressure of attacks in the northwest
in 184 B.C.E. India returned to its usual political arrangement — fragmented
regional kingdoms — for more than 500 years.

In the early 4th century C.E., a new empire rose to centralize power once again
although it never was as large as the Mauryan Empire had been. The Gupt
Empire began in the same powerful area, Magadha, with its founder, Chandr

Tritourtery Seatey b she Gupla

\ ™ {

b v
Cisssieal Fndia, Two great cmpires rose on the Indiay subcontinent during the era from 600 B.OE. to &
C.E.- the Mauryan Empire (324-184 B.C.E.} and the Gupta Empire (320-550 C.E.). During the 560+ y
between empres, India reverted to the fragmented regional rule that it knew befors, The map shows that i
carkier etnpire was anite a bit larger than the later one, which is depicted a5 it was about 306 C.E.
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erence: Legge, James, The Travels of 7 hien ¥ Record of Buddhistic Kingdoms. Dethi: Oriental

ishers, 1971,

upta, modeling himself after the Mauwryan founder by borrowing his name,
The Gu?ta Empire was not only smailer, but it also never had as much coniro!
ver regional lords as the Maurya had, particularly under Ashoka. The Gupia
d not build a genuine bureaucracy to rule their subjects, but instead were con-
. to draw tribute from them, allowing regional warrior elites 2 great deal of
sufonorny to rule thelr areas. - |

TRANSREGIONAL TRADE PATTERNMNS AND CONTACTS

Qn§ mnportant change in world history between 600 B.C.E, and 600 C.E. was
he intensification and expansion of trads networks and communication patterns
mong the major civilizations. These trade networks were often controlled by
Gﬁfnads that lived in the vast expanses between civilizations and on their out-
'k'lr‘tst As a result of these growing networks, many more areas of the world
vere interacting and becoming increasingly dependent on one another. Three
arge trade networks that developed in the Eastern Hemisphere between 3060
:-.Céﬁ.dalld. 600 C.E. were the Silk Road, the Indian Ocean trade, and the Szha-
an trade,
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the caravan parties. For penodic payments by merchants and bureaucrats, they
provided protection from bandits and raiding parties. They insured the smooth
operation of the rade routes, allowing not enly goods to travel, but also ideas,
customns, and religions, such as Christianity and Buddhism.
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This fabled trade route that extended overland from Xi’an in China to the casten
sediterranean had its beginnings in the late 2% centary B.CE. when a Chin
veneral named Zhang Jian made his way to the Tarim Basin in central Asiaona
exploratory journey. There he discovered “heav enly horses” that were far bette
than any that had been bred in China. The Chanese had many goods to trade
including their highly prized silk, and with the discovery of the horses, they no
had something that they wanted in return. The Tarim Basin was connected b
¢rade routes to civilizations to the west, and by 100 B.C.E. Greeks could bu
Chinese silk from traders in Mesopotamia, who in turn traded for the sitk wit
nomads that came from the Tarim Basin, Although the Romans and T hines
probably never actually met, goods made it from one end of the Silk Road to th
other, making all people along the route aware of the presence of others, Trader
going west from China carried peaches, apricots, cinnamon, ginger, and othe
spices, as well as precious silk. Traders going eastcar ried alfalls {for the horses
grapes, pistachios, sesame, and spinach. Many other goods travelled along part
of the route, so that inventions in any place within access could make their wa
to other people. For example, the stirrap was probably invented in what is no
porthern Afghanistan, and warriors in many places realized what an advaniag
the stirrup gave them in battle, 8o its use spread o faraway China and Europ

The Indian Geean Maritime System

Water tfravel from the northern tip of the Red Sea southward goes back (o the
days of the river valley civilization, with the Ancient Egyptians probably trading
with areas along the southern coast of the Arabian Peninsula. Likewise, other
orter water routes had developed in coastal areas around the Indian Ocean.
During thie era, however, these routes connected to one another to form a vast
wrade network that extended from southeastern Ching to Africa. Like the traders
ong the Sitk Road, most Indian Geean traders only traveled part of the route
ck and forth on one of its three legs: 1) southeastern China fo Southeast Asia;
Southeast Asia to the eastern coast of India; and 3} the western coast of India
5 the Red Sea and the castern coast of Africa,

 COMPARISON: TRAVEL ON THE
MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND THE
(INDIAN OCEAN

The Silk Road was essentially held together by pastoral nomads of Centr al
Asia who St}pp}.iﬁd animals to transport goods and food and drink needed b

szfar&ﬁcbs in ti’zz, ph\ sma} gwgmpiﬁ of the Eﬁdimz @Qcaﬁ z’md t%zc
Mediterranean Sea shaped different technigues and fechnologies for
ater irau;:i i ancient itmcs %L Madltaﬁamzm S, cajm waters meant

Trade Routes. Extensive imterconnecting trade rotes developed in the Eastern Hemisphere during the 1ir
period between 300 B.CE and 600 C.E. ;
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Countless products traveled atong the Indian Ocean routes, including ivory from
Africa, India, and Mesopotamia; frankincense and myrrh ( fragrances) from
southern Arabia; pearls from the Persian Gulf; spices from India and Seuthcas_
Asia; and manufactured goods and pottery from China.

Trade Bontes across the Sabara

In earlier times, the vast Sahara Desert of northern Africa formed a formidabls
geographic barrier between the people of Sub-Sabaran Africa and thoss th
Hved fo iis north and east. The introduction of the camel to the area (probably
in the 1% century B.C.E.) made it possible to establish trade caravans across the
desert. Camels probably reached the Sahara from Arabia by way of Egypt, a
in both areas effective camel saddies were developed to allow {rade goods fo
carried. One incentive for Saharan irade was the demand for desert salt, amy
traders from Sub-Saharan Africa brought forest products from the south, such
kola nuts and patm oil, to be exchanged for the salt. Extensive trade routes con
nected different areas of Sub-Saharan Aftica, so that the connection of easte
Africa to the Indian Ocean trade meant that goods from much of Sub-Saharan
Africa could make their way to Asia and the Mediterranean. These desert route
were to extend substantially in later years, but the connections of these earf:
years were an tportant beginning.

SIGNIFICANT MIGRATIONS

Between 200 and 600 C.E., for reasons that are not all clear, a number of ma-
jor migrations occurred, with some directly impacting the major civilizations,
Some of these migrations are:
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{ull advantage. They spent much of their time fighting one another, and
the Romans encouraged this behavior {0 keep them weak, However,
by the 4th and 5th centuries the Germanic tribes roamed through the
western provinees without much resistance from the Romans, and the
tribal war chiefs began creating their own kingdoms that eventually
evoived into BEuropean countries. For example, the Franks settled in
what would become France, and the Angles and Saxons invaded and
conguered England in the 5th century.

Bantu — The Bantu most likely originated in an area south of the Sa-
hara Desert in the region around modern Nigeria. They may have be-
gun leaving their homeland as early as 2000 B.C.E., possibly becauss
of desertification, or the expansion of the Sahara Dgseﬂ that dried out
their agricultural lands. They traveled for centuries all over Sub-Saha-
ran Aftica, but retained many of their customs, includimg their Bantu
lanpuage. Ag their language spread, it combined with others, but stiil
retained enough similarity to the original that the family of Bantu lan-
guages can still be recognized over a huge expanse of territory. Unlike
the surges by the Huns and Germanic people, the Bantu migrations were
quite gradual, so that by 600 C.E., the Banta migrations had introduced
agriculture, iron metallurgy, and the Bantu language to most regions of
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Pelynesians — Although their efforts did not immediately impact civiliza-
tions onmainiand Eurasia, the peopling of the islands of the Pacific Ocean
{Oceania) was quite aremarkable feat. Like the Banti, the migration was
gradual, but between 1500 B.C.E. and 1000 CE., almost all the major

s Fhe Huns — During the late 4th century C.E. the nomadic Huns beg
an aggressive westward migration from their homeland in central As
They had invaded China centuries earlier, and their motivation e
movernent in this later era was probably related to drought and competi
tion for grazing lands. During the mid-5th century, Attila organized
Huns into 2 great attacking army, invading Hungary, crossing Rom
frontiers in the Balkans, and venturing into Gaul and northern {raly, B
the late Sth century the Huns were pouring into the Indian subcontinen
Defense of the frontier exhausted the Gupta’s treasury, and the empip
collapsed by 350,

s Germanic Pesple — As the Huns moved westward, they competed
pasture land with various Germanic people who they dispiaced. T
Ostrogoths, Visigoths, Franks, Angles, Saxons, and Vandals began

move as well. Fven though the Huns dispersed after Attila’s death, the
showed the volnerability of the Romans, and the Germanic groups to¢
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islands west of New Guinea were visited, and many were setiled. y as civilizations, and both eventually reorganized into major world pow-
people, now called Polynesians, came from mainland Asia, and expa he Roman bmpire was destined to never regain its former identity, but
ed eastward to Fiji, Tonga, and Samea, They lefl no written records, fell into many pieces that retained separate orientations. Why? What
our knowledge of them relies on archaeological evidence, accounts by ; differences? Part of the answer lies in what happened next in the story
early Buropean saifors, and oral fraditions. Their ships were great doub world ~ political power is not the only “plue” that holds a civilization
canoes that carried a platform between two hulls and large iriangn ar. In the period before and after 600 C_E. the most important sources of
sails that helped them catch ocean winds. The distances they travel y were religious, with older religions and philosophies, such as Christian-
were remarkably long, and by the time the Europeans arrived in the ddhizm, and Confucianism growing in influence that trangcended politi-
century, the Polynesians had explored and colonized almost every ha ndaries. An important new religion was on the horizon as well. Islam
able isiand in the vast Pacific Ocean. stined to become the force behind one of the most remarkable land ex-

in world history, a path made easier becanse it appeared at a time when

THE FALL OF GREAT EMPIRES political empires of Rome, China, and India had failen.

In the centuries betwesn 200 and 600 C.E., Rome, Han China, and the Gup new era of religious unity, Rome fell short. Christianity had become itg
Empire collapsed, at least in part. The western part of the Roman Empire fe} 4l religion during the 4% century C.E., too late to be a u}]gfymg force for
the Han Dynasty ended in disarray, and the Gupta Empire in India fragmente iling empire. When political and military power failed, nothing was left
into regions, Some common reasons include: v crumbling material architecture, svmbols of a past era. However, the
n subcontinent was bound together by Hinduism, and the intricate casie
ies that supported it, so that the fall of the Gupta had only a limited impact
e civifizanon’s development. Likewise, Confucianism had become such a
the identity of the Han Chinese that the fall of the dynasty was not a fatal
_ to the civilization. Chaos did characterize the period, buf the Chinese civi-
and China. on lived on to reassert its frue character when political stability returned.

Attacks by nomadic greups — The migration of the Huns from the
hometand in central Asia impacted all three civilizations as they move ;
east, south, and west. Their movement caused other groups (o move o}
of their way, causing a domino effect that put pressure on Rome, Indj

Segﬁgus internal pmbiams — All the empires had t;c.)ubie maintaini@ CEPTS AND IDENTIFICATIONS
political control over their vast lands, and were ultimately unable

weab chart by mhat P

. ‘ . T _ Cony U
keep their empires together. No governments had ever spread thewr ‘century crisis” WA VWA ; & ;
. - . v . P i £
thority over 50 much land space, and perhaps # was inevitable that the WA s
sheer sizes could not be maintained. In Rome and Han China, disput wander the Great 24 Dleate o gpch wold b cavd
- E , . 4 2 . . b SR angd unres : . .y e g ha }
hetween large landowners and peasants created instability and unre . Ly ;;:3 {i AT - éf fnsodt J:
TE

The problems of interdependence — Just as the earlier civilizatior ISl
collapsed or suffered severe strain in the time period around 120
B.C.E., these civilizations all ended before 600 C.E. When one wea
ened it impacted all, as frade routes became vulnerable when impert
armies could no longer protect them or when the economic TESORICE
necessary for trade were no longer available. Disease spread along

trade routes, killing people that would not have died had they not bee
in contact with others. Some estirnates are that each civilization lost

many as half iis citizens during this time. sifucianism

Despite their similarities, decline and fall had very different consequences fi stantine

the three civilizations. Only one — Rome ~ did not retain its identity after it fe

India and China lost their political unity, but they did not permanently lose the s the Great
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