Chapter 9:
Civilization in Eastern
Europe: Byzantium and
Orthodox Europe




Political and Religious Division

develop out of the split of
Roman Empire.

Each participated in major
trade routes.

Civilizations expand and
spread north largely
because of religious
missionaries.

Religions are culturally,
and later even
organizationally, separate




Summary of Byzantine Empire

High levels of political, economic, and
cultural activity during much of 500-
1450
Rulers

; government was seen as
continuation of Roman Empire
Constantinople = capital
(cosmopolitan, opulent, wealthy)
Greek/Eastern Orthodox Christianity
Retain strength despite rapid growth
of Islam
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Origins
Emperor Constantine of Roman

Empire built Byzantium/
Constantinoplein 4" c.

End of 4™ CE: Roman Empire
officiallydivided into East/Westw1th
capitals at Rome and Constantinople

Political stylein East:

Involved in Mediterranean and
Central Asian commerce



Legend
0 Major Cities

Western Empire
I Eastern Empire

Black Sea
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Byzantineruler
 Militarygains and huge expansionto S R
rebuild original Roman Empire e T b R B
A LTB RS & Fhe, WA, T

Gainsin North Africaand Italy g R )

Influencesfuturelaw codesin Europe - .= gl

Reduces legal confusion; united and
organized the new empire

— engineering and
architectural achievements (dome)

 Political resistance fromothergroups




Hagia Sophia
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Byzantine Height under Justinian
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Arab Pressure and Byzantine Defenses

o AfterJustinian, Byzantinerulers’
» Ableto hold off Arab Muslims but with

* Arabnaval fleet; battle over Mediterranean; “Greek fire”
 Empire’ssize/strength reduced
e Economicburdensand lossof territory from Muslim wars
e Increasein taxes; increasein wealth for upper class
e Weak emperors
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Byzantine Politics

 Emperors were the

, all powerful nature.
 Sophisticated and highly educated
that was
(but aristocrats dominate).
e Bureaucracy helped to

 Provincial governors appointed
e Control economyvia
(with Asia,
Russia, Scandinavia, W Europe, e TR
Africa), and : Monomachus




Byzantine Culture

Creativity in Architecture ( )

Richly colored religious mosaics in a distinct Byzantine style
[con paintings ( )
Cultural life blended Hellenism and Orthodox Christianity
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Monomachus, Christ, and Empress Zoe
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Agricultural Economy

The Peasantry -
The
Landless peasantsworked under share-cropping arrangements
Invasionsof the 6th and 7th century led to the system
Method of providing troops for the army

Citizen farmers were given land to work in return for military
service when required.

The system was hereditary, so the citizens actuallyowned the
land; however, the obligation for military servicewasalso
hereditary, but this meant that the empire had a constant
supply of manpower for the military from generation to
generation.

Large landowners shifted tax burden to peasants
Large landowners raised forces on their own estates




Free peasants resisted attempts to raise
dues and taxes by staging revolts

Back in the 10® Century. there lived a
man named Basil. Basil s most notable
phy=ical feature was his copper hand.
How did he get a copper hand? Well. he
tried to impersonate a dead general to
take power mn Bithymnia (WNorth Anatolia).
His ruse was discovered and he was
quickiyv taken back to Constantmople and
ziven history s most infamous slap on
the wrist. Sans-hand he had it replaced
with a copper one. Hence the name.

I ocoking like a Super Villain he
attempted to lead a peasant rebellion
against the Byzantine Empire. He
gathered the destitute and downtrodden
peasants of the region who were upset at
the Byvzantine taxes they were forced to
pay. Noticing the lack of tax funds
conung in from Bithvmia the Emperor
sent in the Byzantine Army. Used to
fighting Persians and Arabs. the peasant
army of Basil the Copper Hand didn’t
stand a chance. He was caught. chained.
and returmed to Constantinople. After a
quick trial he was buwrned at the stake.




[Industry and Trade

Manufacturing Enterprises

Byzantinecraftsmen enjoyed a high reputation in various
industries

from the late
6th century

Trade

Constantinople,an important center for Eurasian trade

The bezant was the standard currency of the Mediterranean
basin
Byzantium drew enormous wealth from foreign trade
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Part of the ruins of Blachernai imperial palace,

built in Constantinople around 500 AD




Urban Life

Housing in Constantinople
Enormous palaces owned by aristocrats
Less splendid dwellings owned by the less privileged classes

Attractions of Constantinople

A city of baths, taverns, restaurants, theaters, the
Hippodrome

The mostpopulargame - chariotraces

Greens and Blues
The two factions of fans for chariotraces
Frequent fights in the street between them
Joined together in a popular uprising, 532
Theriot left Constantinoplein shambles







The Legacy of Classical Greece

Byzantine Education

, training bureaucrats
Privateeducation of aristocratic families

Scholarship

The educated considered themselves direct heirs of classical
Greece

Strength lay in preserving and commenting on past forms
more then developing new ones




Split Between
Eastern and Western Christianity

» Separate paths emergein 11t" c. over disagreements

Attempted papal interference in Byzantine politicaland
religious affairs
Debate over (W - yes, )
Dispute over bread to be used in Eucharist
)? Or should religion

control state (West)?
West translates Greek Bible into Latin; East feels this isolates
people from services

* 1054: Patriarch Michael attacks Catholic practices

e Mutual excommunication (patriarchand Pope Leo IX)

e Church splitsinto two traditions: Greek/Eastern Orthodox and
Roman Catholicism




Byzantine Decline

* Decline begins after 1054 (Church schism)
take most of Central Asian provincesat

» Independent Slavic states emerge which diminish Byzantine power
; West cannot topple it
* 1453: Constantinople taken by Ottoman Turks
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The Byzantine Empire (1000-1100)
Byzantine Empire went from a major to minor power after the
Turkish defeat at Manzikert in 1071




Decline of the Thema

The theme system started to decline from 963, when
military reforms introduced by emperor Nikephoras II
Phokas emphasized the role of the Tagmata, the regular

standing army portion of the Byzantine military based in
Constantinople, rather than thematic troops

Following the disastrous defeat for the Byzantines at
Manzikert (1071) by the Seljuk Turks, most of what is now
modern eastern and central Turkey was overrun and
conquered by the Seljuks.

Thiswas the land that had provided the thema; withoutit,

the source for troops for the Byzantinearmy no longer
existed.




Domestic Problemsand Foreign
Social Problems Pressures

Generalsand local aristocrats allied, a challenge to imperial power
Free peasants were declining in numberand prosperity
Imperial government suffered from fewer recruitsand fiscal
problems

Challenges from the West
Norman army expelled Byzantineauthorities in southern Italy

Normans and other western Europeans mounted a series of
crusades

The fourth crusadeseized Constantinople
Byzantine forces recaptured the capital in 1261

Challenges from the East

The Muslim Saljugs invaded Anatolia, defeated Byzantinearmy,
1071
The loss of Anatolia sealed the fate of the Byzantineempire

Ottoman Turks captured Constantinoplein 1453,



Spread of Civilizationin Eastern Europe
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e Byzantine Christian
missionaries (




The East Central Borderlands

e Competition between Catholicsand
Orthodox Greeks for converts
 Catholic convertsare mostlyin
Hungary, Poland

e Migrateintoregionin large
numbers (Poland)




The Emergence of Kievan Rus’

e Who are the Russians?

e Agricultural society of tribes,
villages

(sun, thunder,
wind, fire)

e Luxuryproducts from Silk
Roads traded for furs from
Scandinavia

e
became site of monarchy under
Prince Rurik, first Prince of Kievan

Rus’
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Politics and Religion in Kievan Rus’

(980-1015)
What religion tochoose?
1000: on
behalf of all his people; organizes
mass baptisms and forced
conversions with military pressure.
Develops

Controlschurchand createsliterate
Russian priesthood

(1019-1054)

Arranged marriages with central

European royalty

Translatesreligious literature from Conversion of Vladimir |
Greek to Slavic




Culture in Kievan Rus’

» Russianculture

 Attracted to ceremonyand luxuryof Byzantium

relationship between Byzantium
and Kievan Rus’
e Greek Orthodox influenceon Russian Orthodox Church
,filled with icons and incense
* Monasticism develops, stress prayerand charity
 Fervent religious devotion

 Art (icons, illuminated manuscripts), literature (using Cyrillic)










Kievan Decline

e Decline from 12t century
» Kievan Rus’ was not the only kingdom in this region;
other regional leaders and princes have large rival
governments
* Succession struggles within royal family

» Aided by rival princes, Mongols take major cities easily
e Control much of Russia for over two centuries

» Two factors for Kievan Decline:
e 1) Fall of Byzantine empire and 2) Mongol invasions
* Orthodox Christianity and Russian culture remain




Global Connections

e Byzantine Empire

, as well
as developing cultural innovations and Orthodox Christianity
e Kievan Rus

Thiswill occurjust as
the West will begin to grow and strengthen.




